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Letter from the Editor 

 

As the year 2010 comes to an end and the New Year 2011 begins, there is a need to retrospect 

ourselves both at the personal and professional level. Personally, there is a need to involve in 

some introspection on our personal level commitment and contribution to fight against 

corruption. Similarly, at the professional level, we need to review our past activities and the 

results achieved. The self-critical evaluation on our activities to bring in a corruption free 

system would help us to achieve the unthinkable. There is a need to set our self higher goals in 

the coming year. This would only allow us to expand our fight against corruption. This is true in 

the case of individuals as well as organizations. 

 

While, 2010 has given us enough opportunities to organize and mobilize communities to fight 

against corruption, in 2011 there is a need to consolidate this mobilization and further 

strengthen the fight against corruption. 2010 provided us an opportunity to network with 

partners within the PTF-CAC project and also to network with CSOs/CBOs and other 

organizations outside the project. However, it is very painful that partners have not initiated 

activities towards building a network. Wherever, networks were created they turned out to be 

only weak in terms of making an impact. 

 

On the other hand, more and more corruption cases are emerging at the macro level. This 

actually means more and more people are being affected by corruption. I think this is an 

opportunity for us to mobilize communities in large numbers, rather than get demoralized by 

increase in corruption.  

 

WISHING YOU ALL A HAPPY AND CORRUPTION FREE NEW YEAR. 

 

With warm regards 

 

 

M. S. Ravi Prakash 

Programme Manager  

 

 



 

 

1. WORKSHOP ON PHASE-II RESULTS FRAMEWORK FOR PDS 

 

There are six CSO partners (CFAR, Paraspara, SVYM, and Prerana/NJMO in Karnataka and YSD 
and Adhar in Orissa) that are funded 
under the CAC program to mobilize 
citizens against corruption in the PDS 
scheme.  All projects except YSD have 
substantially completed their projects, 
four have submitted completion report 
(Paraspara, Adhar, SYVM, CFAR) and 
independent assessment for four 
(SVYM, CFAR, Paraspara, and NJMO) 
have been done by PRIA.  A workshop 
on December 3rd was organized in this 
context to take stock of achievements of the first phase and develop a shared understanding of 
the goals and results framework the Phase 2. In addition to the representatives of the six CSO 
partners the half day workshop was attended by Mr. Bhargava and Mr. Raturi from the PTF and 
Mr. Ravi Prakash, Mr. Srikant, Ms. Kanthi and Mr. Varghese from the PAC.     

 
It was noted that the long term Goal is a 
corruption free PDS. For the 3-4 life of this 
program the following Objectives were agreed 
after discussion:   
 

a. Reduce the number of eligible 
families excluded from the PDS; 

 
b. Increase the number of PDS card holders getting the stipulated quantities at the 
stipulated price (their entitlements) without corruption tax;   
 
c. Advocate changes in policies and procedures for enhanced effectiveness of anti-
corruption measures in PDS ; and  
 

d. Increase capacity of communities and CSO Partners to confront corruption in a 
sustained manner.   

 
As a conclusion to the results workshop the following points were agreed between PTF, PAC 
and partner CSOs: 
 

a. The relevant CSO partners will revise the completion report; to reflect PAC-PTF 

comments (revised completion report from Paraspara, CFAR and Jananeethi 

received). 

 



 

 

b. Completion report accepted by PTF and 3rd tranche released and posted on the 

website (any unused funds would be used by PTF for future grants) 

 

c. Agree on the objectives and the log-frame for the phase-II based on one-on-one 

discussions (PAC-PTF-Varghese-CSO). Outputs and activities would be planned 

accordingly.  

 

d. After agreeing on log-frame a 

go signal would be given for 

full proposal development. 

 

e. The independent assessments 

are being drafted and will be 

shared with CSOs for 

comments 

 

f.         In response to the request 

from CSO Partners PAC and PTF will increase their technical support in the following 

areas:  

 

i. Reporting & documentation 

ii. Regular advice from PTF Advisor  

iii. PAC Field & Technical Support 

iv. Monitoring & Evaluation 
v. Networking 

 
2. DISCUSSIONS WITH PTF 
 

Partners CSOs working in CAC programme on PDS had one-to-one meeting with PTF. Mr. 
Vinay Bhargava represented PTF, while Ravi Prakash represented PAC in the one-to-one 
meetings. The one-to-one discussions were held during 4-6 December 2010. CSOs from 
Orissa like Adhar and YSD participated in the discussions with PTF, while CFAR, Paraspara 
Trust, SVYM and NJMO participated from Karnataka. The one-to-one meetings essentially 
discussed partners’ problems in the field, grant release, quarterly reports, submission 
reports and broad plans for phase-II. 
 
One of the major inputs from partners was that the need for greater technical support 
from PAC, which was appreciated and recognized by the PTF. PAC also had one-to-one 
discussions with PTF on the structure and process of CAC programme. 

 



 

 

 
3. MISCELLANEOUS 

 
This period also has been hectic with so many other activities. 
 
 
 Addendum to grant agreement for extended phase for CFAR, Adhar and Ayauskam was 

prepared in consultation with PTF 
 The CSO’s experiences on accreditation by Credibility Alliance were presented in the 

workshop at Delhi. 
 PAC facilitated independent assessment of 5 CSOs by PRIA in cooperation and coordination 

with partner CSOs and PRIA 
 Financial monitoring of Suraksha, PREM and Prerana (NJMO) was completed and 

clarifications were sought on some minor issues. 
 Phase-I completion report format in consultation with PTF was revised and the same was 

shared with the partners. 
 Completion report of Adhar was reviewed as per PTF format and shared for their 

comments 
 Phase-II concepts were received from Ayauskam, Jananeethi, SVYM, VICALP, CFAR, 

Paraspara Trust, RLEK 

 Feedback reviews on Ayauskam & Jananeethi were completed and sent to PTF  

 Desk review of Sambandh was carried out by P. Srikant and the same was completed 

 Terms of Agreement were finalized and sent to Mr. T. A. Varghese  

 Draft CAC Operational Manual was revised and shared with PTF for their comments 

 Review comments were sent to Jananeethi for phase-II proposal development 

 Preparations were made for mid-term review by John Clark 

 Preparations were made for result indicators assessment roundtable and one-to-one 

discussions between CSOs, PAC and Varghese 

 Draft plan for PDS workshop scheduled for Jan 28th was prepared and the same was 

circulated among the partners working on PDS. 

 


